The tendency of the times seems to be toward the relief of acute pain in all operations for the relief of human ills. That this is as much true of the dental, as well as other branches of the medical profession, is apparent to all.
For this purpose, local and other anaesthetics have been introduced and given careful attention by the profession with more or less satisfactory results, where conditions are severe enough to warrant their use. There are conditions however occurring constantly in the experience of the dental practitioner where the use of the general anaesthetic is inadmissible. In fact, as yet, no local anaesthetic or treatment of any kind has been found which would give the desired results without some injury to the organs to which they are applied, and this is sensitive dentine.
Failing in these directions to produce the desired results, attention is of necessity directed to systemic medication for relief of one of the most potent reasons for the loss of dental organs, or their neglect until the pulp lesion corncompels attention.
Much has been done by general practitioners of medicine in this direction, in conjunction with the intelligent dentists in the way of prescribing tonics, nervines, or sedatives, as the case may be, to prepare patients for the ordeal which seems to be so much dreaded by our 
